
Every area as its own particular dialect. A century ago as shown in the pub-
lications of Alexander Ellis, a famous dialect analyst, England had thirty two 
main dialect areas.

Lancashire dialect is a mixture of his areas 21 to  23, and surprisingly, it is 
not as you might expect a northern dialect, but technically a northwest mid-
land dialect.

Experts now agree that the only true historical dialects are Yorkshire's 
North and East Ridings and Cumbria and the Northeast.

In response to this The Dialect Society was first formed at Manchester Uni-
versity on Wednesday 17th. January 1951 and this letter was published just 
a couple of months later.

It is a copy of a letter published in ʻJohn O' London's Weeklyʼ about how to 
silence a talkative barber being I think an excellent example of old dialect 
speech.

Derek Stanton.

 
 

.

 

 

 

 




